
"Jesus = Enough"
Colossians 1:15-23

Jesus is enough for knowing who God truly is (15a)
What an incredible statement! Jesus is the image -- or the representation or likeness -- of the invisible 

God. So if we want to see God in a way that we as humans can really relate to, all that we have to do is to look 
to Jesus. In the way that Jesus lived His life and in the way that He made decisions and in the things that He 
said and did, we have a perfect image of God! As God, Jesus brought the very presence of God to us in a 
simple way that we can understand. We can see Jesus. We can understand His words. We can feel His 
emotion. We can experience the power and authority of His words. Jesus is enough for knowing who God truly 
is because Jesus is God!
1. There are some people who say that we can know God in a lot of different ways. Jesus is just one of the 

many ways that we can know God. Read John 8:12-19 and John 14:1-11. Based on what Jesus says in 
these passages, how would you respond to those who say that there are many ways to truly know God?

2. There are others who say that they believe in God, but they aren't sure about Jesus. Is it possible to 
believe in the one, true God without believing in Jesus? Read the first half of Hebrews 1:3. What would you 
say to someone who believes in God but doesn't believe in Jesus?

3. What about those who say that to truly know God -- in a deeper way -- we have to do certain things or have 
certain spiritual experiences in our lives? According to Colossians 1:15, what is the only thing needed to 
truly know the invisible God?

Jesus is enough for knowing why we exist (15b-16)
What does it mean that Jesus is the "firstborn of all creation?" The truth here is not a matter of actual 

birth, but it is a matter of birthright. In other words, Jesus is the firstborn in the sense that He is the rightful heir 
to the throne of the Father! We see that this is the intended meaning in moving on to verse sixteen, which goes 
on to tell us that Jesus is the Word of God that spoke creation into existence. From the things that we see to 
the things that we can't see, Jesus created it all. From the physical things around to the powers and authorities 
and governments over us, Jesus is the creator of everything. But why? The powerful answer to this question is 
that we were created "for Him." Let that soak in for a minute. Jesus Christ created you for Himself! What a 
beautiful truth that points to the incredible value and purpose of our lives.
1. The big message of Genesis 1 is that God created everything. Read Genesis 1:26-27. God didn't have to 

create this world and everything that's in it, but He did. Why? What are some reasons and purposes for our 
existence that we see in Genesis 1?

2. What does it mean that we're not just created by Jesus by that we're created for Jesus? What does this 
mean about your life and every life around you in this world?

3. Who is one person that you know that needs to know that they were created for God? Take time to pray for 
these people, and then commit to tell them this week that they were created for Jesus.
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Jesus is enough for knowing who is in control of this world (17)
If Jesus is the one who created all of the powers and authorities in heaven and on earth, then the 

obvious fact would be that Jesus is the One who is before all things! Jesus is before all things in order -- 
because He created all things -- and in authority -- because He is the creator of all things. In fact, verse 
seventeen goes on to state that Jesus is the One who is holding all things together. Jesus is the reason the 
world keeps orbiting around the sun. Jesus is the reason that the seasons come and go and the rain falls and 
the plants grow. Jesus is the reason that the air is full of oxygen and that we are able to breath. Jesus is the 
reason that babies are born and children grow. Jesus is the reason for everything! Without Him, nothing that 
exists would exist. Who else is there that we need to look to in creation? There's no-one above Jesus!
1. What an amazing thought that without Jesus everything would fall apart. There are times in life; however, 

when things do "feel" like they are falling apart. How does this fact about Jesus holding all things together 
bring hope into those situations?

2. If Jesus is holding all things together, what does that say about His involvement in our little lives in this big 
world?

Jesus is enough for knowing how to be the people of God (18)
If all of these things are true about Jesus in a general sense in this world, then what is true about Jesus 

in relationship to the church? God's Word has a simple and direct answer to this question: Jesus is enough! 
Jesus is the leader of God's people. Jesus is the source of our resurrection. Jesus is above everything and 
everyone else when it comes to God's people.
1. Someone look up the word preeminent in the dictionary and share what it means with the group.
2. If Jesus is the head of the church (God's people) and he is preeminent in all things, what does that mean 

for us as God's people?
3. Do we ever trust in the things we do -- traditions and routines -- to lead us to live for God? Why is this 

easier than following the resurrected and living Jesus as the head, giving us direction in life? 

Jesus is enough for knowing how we can have a relationship with God (19-20)
Something important happens here in this incredible description of who Jesus is: God's Word is moving 

from telling us about who Jesus is in relationship to creation in general to telling us about who Jesus is in 
relationship to our lives specifically. If Jesus has the fullness of God in Him and He is the One who reconciles 
us to himself, then that means that Jesus is the One who can reconcile or restore our relationship with God! 
Jesus is the One who did what was needed to make right our broken relationship with God. Jesus' blood that 
was shed on the cross for our sins is all that's needed to make peace between us and God. There's nothing 
else that's needed. There's no-one else that needs to be involved. Jesus is enough when it comes to having a 
real relationship with God.
1. What does it mean that "all of the fullness of God" was in Jesus? Why is this important, and what common 

question related to Jesus does this truth answer?
2. Read Romans 3:23 and 6:23. How do these verses relate to how Jesus' blood on the cross brings peace?
3. Read Romans 5:7-8. How do these verses relate to God's amazing love in the reconciling work of Jesus on 

the cross? 

Jesus is enough for knowing how we can be holy, blameless and above reproach before God (21-23)
Okay, so even if we accept that Jesus can make peace in our relationship with God, is Jesus really 

enough to make that relationship more than just a patched-up relationship that's full of regrets? God's amazing 
grace says "Yes!" God's Word reminds us that true, persisting faith in Jesus is enough to not just make us 
patched-up and regretful before the Lord, but Jesus is enough to make us holy and blameless and above 
reproach before God! What else is there left for us to do? There's no way to be more holy than holy. There's no 
way to be more blameless than blameless. There's no way to be more above reproach than above reproach. 
Jesus is all that we need for have a fully restored, no regrets, eternal relationship with God.
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-3. God's Word is consistent on who we are apart from Jesus. Why does the world 

have a hard time accepting these truths about who we are?
2. Once the truth is accepted, however, it's often hard to accept what God's Word says about what fixes who 

we are apart from Jesus! Can faith in Jesus really be enough? Why do some struggle with this?
3. What does God's Word say we are when we have true, lasting faith in Jesus? Praise the Lord for that!
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